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Text by James Oliver Horton and Lois E. Horton

Black Boston: The North Slop

The largest African American community in Boston during the
decades before the Civil War was on the northern slope of Beacon
Hill, in the shadow of the Massachusetts State House. Although
some black Bostonians lived in the North End and in the West End
north of Cambridge Street, over half the city’s 2,000 blacks lived
on Beacon Hill just below the homes of wealthy whites. The historic

ton’s North End near the docks
and sea where many worked.

these slopes Prince Hall denounced
the ill treatment of blacks in Bos-
ton, David Walker exhorted south-
ern slaves to rise up against their
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slaves on the Underground Rail-
road. Boston earned its reputation
as a strong center of abolition dur-

on

Hill

better working conditions. They
joined other blacks and white abo-
litionists, building a campaign that
brought freedom to all blacks.
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AFRICAN DESCENT

Boston’s African American community
has traditionally lived in neighborhoods
shown here.

Reformer Wendell Phillips
addresses an anti-slavery
meeting on Boston Com-
mon, April 11, 1851 (far
left).

Col. Robert Gould Shaw,
son of a Boston abolitionist
family, commanded the

and Roxbury were home to most of
Boston’s 21,000 African Americans.

Black Boston Highlights:

1638 First enslaved Africans
brought to Boston aboard the
slave ship Desire.

1641 Massachusetts enacts
Body of Liberties defining legal
slavery in the colony.

1770 Crispus Attucks, an es-

1831 william Lloyd Garrison
begins publishing The Liberator.

1832 Garrison forms New Eng-
land Anti-Slavery Society at the
African Meeting House.

1835 Abiel Smith School opens,

Roxbury; meeting house becomes
a Jewish synagogue.
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1900 sgt. William H. Carney,
veteran of the 54th Massachu-
setts Regiment, receives Medal
of Honor for rescuing the flag
during the Battle of Fort Wagner,
S.C., in 1863.

MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY

Boston'’s first black public school;
replaces African Meeting House
school.

Fugitive slave Ellen Craft
and Boston antislavery
activist Lewis Hayden
(right). The light-skinned
Craft and her husband
William Craft were two
of many fugitive slaves
that Hayden helped
keep out of the hands
of slave catchers.

The slavery trial of
Anthony Burns (right)
in Boston galvanized
Northern opposition to
the Fugitive Slave Law
of 1850.

William Lloyd Garri- |
' son established The
4! Liberator in Boston
in 1831. He devoted
the four-page week-
ly newspaper to the
defeat of slavery.

John J. Smith, Boston
abolitionist (@bove left).

1901 william Monroe Trotter
begins publication of influential
African American magazine

Sgt. William H. Car- The Boston Guardian.

ney, the nation’s first
black Medal of Honor
recipient (left).

BOTH: MUSEUM OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN HISTORY

1849-50 Sarah Roberts unsuc-
cessfully challenges segregation
in Boston public schools. 1909 National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) founded, with
overwhelming support of black
and white Bostonians.

After the trial, U.S. mar-
shals and a company of
marines escort Burns to
a ship to take him back
to Virginia and slavery
(far right).

1850 Fugitive Slave Law requires
fugitive slaves be returned to their
owners.
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African Meeting £
House (left).
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